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fancy him, she might at least treat him with common
civility. For he does not look at all the kind of gentleman
who would take advantage of a little kindness. . . .'

As a matter of fact, she had no distaste for him whatever.
His beauty delighted her and she was sure that she would
have found him a most charming companion. But she was
convinced that from the moment she betrayed this liking
he would class her among the common ruck of his admirers
and imagine that she would put up with such treatment as
they were apparently content to endure. A position so
humiliating she knew that she could never tolerate. She
was resolute, therefore, in her determination never to
allow the slightest intimacy to grow up between them. But
at the same time she was now careful always to answer his
letters fully and courteously, and she allowed him to con-
verse with her at second hand whenever he felt inclined. It
was hardly conceivable that, submitted to this treatment,
he would not soon grow weary of the whole affair. For her
part she wished to devote herself to the expiation of the
many offences against her own religion* that her residence
at Kamo had involved. Ultimately she meant to take
orders; but any sudden step of that kind would certainly
be attributed to an unfortunate love-affair and so give
colour to the rumours which already connected her name
with his. Indeed, she had seen enough of the world to
know that in few people is discretion stronger than the
desire to tell a good story, and she therefore took no one
into her confidence, not even the gentlewoman who waited
daily upon her. Meanwhile she devoted herself more and
more ardently to preparation for the mode of life which
she hoped soon to embrace.

She had several brothers; but they were the children of

1 Buddhism. She had been Vestal in the ShiatS temple at Kamo,
where no Buddhist prayers or observances were allowed.